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Abstract

The article describes political and educational backgrounds,
development and future perspectives of a new standardised language test for
foreign students applying for entry to an institution of higher education in
Germany or wishing to continue their studies at a German institution of
higher education, named Test Deutsch als Fremdsprache (Test of German as
a Foreign Language) or TestDaF. The Test is institutionalised as a centralised
test with centralised test development, assessment and evaluation. The
candidate’s language performance profile is expressed as one of three levels
of proficiency (TDN 3, TDN 4, TDN 5) corresponding to levels on the scale
of Association of Language Testers in Europe and of Common European
Framework of Reference.
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